US Campaign to
End the Israeli Occupation

“We aim to change those US policies that both sustain Israel’s 41-year occupation
of the Palestinian West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem, and deny equal rights for all.”

The US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation
Welcomes Diana Buttu

Increasingly, leaders from Nelson Mandela to Jimmy Carter have
been calling for the world to recognize that the state sanctioned
separation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories is
strikingly similar to the South African apartheid regime. In the
interest of exploring these similarities the US Campaign is proud to
bring international law advocate, Diana Buttu, to the United States

for a ten city speaking tour November 10th - 237 2008.

Diana Buttu was born to Palestinian citizens of Israel who moved to
Canada to protect their daughter from the discrimination they faced
in their homeland. Ms. Buttu was raised Canadian and didn’t really
identify as Palestinian until 1987, when she visited Palestine just
days before the first Intifada began. After this life-changing trip,
Diana began to work for civil rights and fair application of
international law for Palestinians.

After earning a law degree from Queen's University in Canada and a
Masters of Law from Stanford University in the U.S., Ms. Buttu moved WRONG ror v
to Palestine in 2000. She says that this move was motivated by the SOUTH AFRICAN. }%
fact that she "loved Palestine, yet hadn't really contributed." Shortly ‘
after her arrival, the second Intifada began and she took a position
with the Negotiations Support Unit of the PLO.
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In addition to her work with the Negotiations Support Unit, Diana has
labored extensively to influence the way the situation in Palestine and
Israel is depicted by the media. "At the end of the day the world will
only accept what it perceives as fair," she explains. "So I decided to lay out the facts so people
could understand life under occupation and the constant discrimination Palestinians face."

Ms. Buttu was also involved in litigation at the International Court of Justice in the Hague, which
resulted in their landmark opinion against Israel’s wall, which cuts through swaths of Palestinian
territory in the West Bank, dividing people from their schools, places of employment, and
families.

While Diana Buttu is no longer employed by the PLO, she continues to work for justice for
Palestinians. Ms. Buttu’s media work continues through collaboration with the Institute for Middle
East Understanding. She also works with PalTel on sustainable agricultural development issues
and teaches at Birzeit University in Ramallah.
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