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Mr./Ms. ___ (for himself/herself, _____) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION


Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that Israel should end its siege of the occupied Gaza Strip.

Whereas Israel has held the Palestinian Gaza Strip in belligerent military occupation since June 1967;

Whereas Israel, as the Occupying Power, has internationally-binding obligations to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip living as protected persons under military occupation, according to the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention);

Whereas both Israel and the United States are High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention;

Whereas Article 1 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states “The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.”;

Whereas Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states “No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.”;

Whereas Article 55 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states “the Occupying Power has the duty of ensuring the food and medical supplies of the population; it should, in particular, bring in the necessary foodstuffs, medical stores and other articles if the resources of the occupied territory are inadequate.”;
Whereas Article 56 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states that the “Occupying Power has the duty of ensuring and maintaining, with the cooperation of national and local authorities, the medical and hospital establishments and services, public health and hygiene in the occupied territory”;

Whereas Article 59 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states “If the whole or part of the population of an occupied territory is inadequately supplied, the Occupying Power shall agree to relief schemes on behalf of the said population, and shall facilitate them by all the means at its disposal. Such schemes, which may be undertaken either by States or by impartial humanitarian organizations such as the International Committee of the Red Cross, shall consist, in particular, of the provision of consignments of foodstuffs, medical supplies and clothing. All Contracting Parties shall permit the free passage of these consignments and shall guarantee their protection.”;


Whereas on November 15, 2005, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice facilitated an Agreement on Movement and Access between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, in which the parties agreed that crossing points to and from the Gaza Strip “will operate continuously” and that “Israel will allow the passage of convoys to facilitate the movements of goods and persons” between the Gaza Strip and West Bank;
Whereas United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860, adopted on January 8, 2009, calls for the “unimpeded provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian assistance, including of food, fuel and medical treatment”;

Whereas President Barack Obama stated on January 22, 2009 “Our hearts go out to Palestinian civilians who are in need of immediate food, clean water, and basic medical care, and who've faced suffocating poverty for far too long. Now we must extend a hand of opportunity to those who seek peace. As part of a lasting cease-fire, Gaza's border crossings should be open to allow the flow of aid and commerce.”

Whereas in January 2009, Israel rejected for delivery to the Gaza Strip an unspecified number of cans of meat, humus, peas, white beans, beans, and tuna; 30,000 metric tons of corn oil; and 50,000 metric tons of rice; [Source: http://www.logcluster.org/gaza09a/supply-chain/clearance-status-of-humanitarian-cargo/list_090331.pdf/view ]

Whereas in March 2009, Israel rejected for delivery to the Gaza Strip 125 metric tons of flour; 90 metric tons of macaroni; and 150 pallets of tomato paste, white tahine and jam from the U.S. Agency for International Development; [Source: Same as above and http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_gaza_humanitarian_situation_report_2009_03_30_english.pdf]

Whereas the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported in its Field Update on Gaza from the Humanitarian Coordination, 24-30 March 2009 that “In addition to limitations on humanitarian deliveries, restrictions on imports and exports in general continue to seriously affect the living conditions of the population…Movement restrictions continue to prevent herders and farmers from accessing areas near the borders. Fishermen stand to lose substantial income as a result of new restrictions that limit fishing to three miles from Gaza’s shores.”; 

Whereas in May 2009, the U.S. Department of State sent a diplomatic note to Israel urging it to open the border crossings of the Gaza Strip, to allow for the access of food and medicine and transfer of money to banks, and for the importation of construction and rebuilding materials; 

Whereas on June 30, 2009, the Israeli navy committed an international act of piracy by kidnapping in international waters 21  people, including U.S. citizens and a former member of the U.S. House of Representatives, who were attempting to break Israel’s siege of the Gaza Strip and deliver badly-needed humanitarian supplies to the besieged population; 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives--

(1) urges Israel to comply unconditionally with its legal obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention to supply all protected persons in the occupied Gaza Strip with all humanitarian necessities;

(2) finds that Israel’s siege of the Gaza Strip constitutes an act of collective punishment that is illegal under the Fourth Geneva Convention;

(3) urges Israel to comply unconditionally with its obligations agreed to as part of the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access;

(4) urges Israel to implement unconditionally the terms of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860;

(5) commends President Barack Obama for stating that Gaza’s borders should remain open for aid and commerce and urges him to communicate to Israel that Gaza’s borders should be opened immediately;

(6)  urges Israel to end immediately its land, sea, and air siege of the Gaza Strip.

Attest: 

Clerk. 
